
December 2015 
Volume 4, Issue 1

      The Space RAIDers  
              Newsletter 

 

 

!  

 

“You’re using your real drivers for this one, right?” 

I knew even before he finished the question what he was going to say. The match before, 
to give our primary drive team a break, I let several rookies and newer members drive the 
robot. The results were not pretty. What I had not anticipated was the question from 
TechFire, owners of what was far and away the strongest robot in the competition. I 
explained to their mentor what had happened and assured him that was the last time 
rookies would drive our robot that day. 

We finished the match with a good, but not great performance, and I made a mistake that 
cost us at least five points. Not exactly what I wanted to show off to our dream alliance 
partner. I set about making agreements with other teams regarding alliance selection. I 
was engaged in one of those talks just minutes before the draft began when their captain 
tapped me on the shoulder. 

“We’re going to take you first overall.” 

It was all I could do to keep my jaw from hitting the floor. I had been talking with the 
captains of several other teams, and had only asked TechFire to consider us as a reach. I 
never would have expected them to pick us first, and we were certainly not going to fall 
past the first round, with so many teams starved for stack-cappers. 

Sure enough, when the microphone was handed to their representative, she extended her 
invitation to us and I accepted. It was a dream sequence, entering the playoffs as the 
odds-on favorite, touting a staggering points ceiling and a reasonable floor. 

In the alliance meeting, their drive mentor was upbeat and outlined a simple plan for us to 
execute: .“Stay out of our way.”  There was no rudeness or malice in the command, only a 
cool, collected confidence that I realized was the mark of an elite team. Needless to say, 
we obliged, and a championship was the payoff. 
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Winning the 2015 Battle O’ Baltimore! 

Team 2537 after receiving their  First  Place award at the 2015 Battle O’Baltimore 
off-season competition  (photo courtesy of TechBrick)

The Space RAIDers 
robot in action at the 
2015 Battle O’Baltimore 
(photo courtesy of 
TechBrick) 
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On Nov 2, 2015, the Space RAIDers milled about in a waiting room in the George Howard Building of the Howard 
County Government. As winners of the Battle of Baltimore in September, we were formally recognized by the County 
Council at their meeting that night. 

Thirty of our roughly 70 members had turned out for an opportunity to take part in the pride of our victory while 
observing how the County Council would recognize this feat. Some last minute plans for the ensuing photo op were 
drafted, and it was time to go. 

After we filed in and took our seats, the council members led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. First on the agenda for the 
meeting was our recognition, into which they immediately proceeded. Team members beamed as the councilman spoke 
in elaborate language about the council’s acknowledgement of our success. 

We were awarded a certificate for display in our school, as well as an awesome photo op with all 5 council members, 
the entire team, and our banner with all of our sponsors. This meeting was an amazing chance to see the ways in which 
our hard work, both during build season and in the offseason, can produce rewarding results. 

Team 2537 Recognized By Howard County Council 

Team 2537 student and mentors proudly accept recognition from the Howard County Council      

  (photo courtesy of Howard County Council) 
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 On November 11, 2015, Space RAIDers set up at STEMAction, a new Howard County based facility 
provided by the University Space Research Association (USRA).  In addition to celebrating this facilities 
creation, we explained the USFIRST mission and the impact of FIRST programs throughout Howard County. 
The space provided is big enough to fit full size fields for FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC), FIRST Tech 
Challenge (FTC), and still have a lot space left for other Howard County FIRST teams to use and share. After 
setting up our equipment and presentation materials, we started to practice on the FRC field.  Representative 
Donna Edwards came by to show her interest and to learn of our interest in FIRST programs. She personally 
asked and listened to students’ experience and enthusiasm.  She joined in and challenged herself to drive the 
120-lb robot. She drove the robot, flipped it, and tried again like every other FIRST program enthusiast.  

  

Space RAIDers Meet Rep. Donna Edwards

This year is a year of growth for the Space RAIDers and we have much to be proud of. Chief among the 
achievements of this year is the development of a brand-new fall training program. Our main goal in our 
robotics program is to educate and make a meaningful experience for as many students as we can. This 
year we felt that the best way to do that was by having better training systems so that the students can 
learn and later apply their newfound knowledge to the robot when build season rolls around. 

The Space RAIDers were happy to present a new hands-on and integrated approach to training. The 
training plan is divided into different classes depending on the disciple that the student chose. 
Additionally, courses called 101 Classes were made available.  Specifically targeted towards rookies, or 
first year students that joined the team, these 101 Classes cover the basics of the robotics program. 
Many attended and learned the basics of FIRST, mechanics, physics, sensor integration, software 
development and other basic knowledge needed for building a FRC robot. For the more advanced 
students, more extensive, higher-level classes were offered. These included AP-level physics and 
minibot projects to exercise software and electrical skills critical to the robot build.  Although still a work 
in progress, the 2537 training program is something that will help the team long-term and make us more 
successful in competition. 
  

A New Approach to Student Training

Team 2537 students are thrilled to explain FIRST to Maryland Congresswoman Donna Edwards during 
her  recent visit to STEMAction spaces at Universities Space Research Association  
     (photo courtesy of Team 2537) 
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We LOVE our Sponsors!

Thanks to our 
2016 Space RAIDers Sponsors 
who make our dreams a reality. 

Our team sponsors are an essential part of our 
team’s success. The contribution of funding as 
well as in many cases, mentor time, makes a 
huge difference in the lives of our students.  

Team 2537 alumni can be found at colleges such 
as University of Maryland (both College Park and 
Baltimore County), Virginia Tech, West Virginia 
University, Rochester Institute of Technology, 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Rose-Hulman 
Institute of Technology, to name just a few.  

They can also be found interning or working at 
companies such as NASA, Microsoft, Google, 
Amazon, Johns Hopkins APL, etc.  

The real life engineering experience they receive 
as part of Team 2537 prepares them very well for 
college and the STEM workplace, 

• National Security Agency- Math 
Education Partnership Program  

• Booz Allen Hamilton  

• Leidos/Project Lead the Way 

• THE PTR Group 

• Bright Minds Foundation 

• SPAWAR/National Defense Education 
Program 

• Ramparts LLC 

• Hackground 

Want to learn more about how you can help the 
Space RAIDers, or other FIRST teams? 

In addition to funding, we are always in search of 
adult volunteers to help mentor, in areas from 
machining, to software, to CAD, electrical and 
mechanical engineering. In addition we can use 
help in web work, videography, business and 
marketing and many other areas.  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!  
Space RAIDERS, 
FRC Team 2537 

Atholton High School 
6320 Freetown Road 

Columbia MD  

EMAIL US AT: 
contact@raidtech.net 

Visit us on the Web – 
first.raidtech.net 

Team 2537 students explain our 2014 robot to 
Congresswoman Edwards (photo courtesy of Team 
2537) 


